
P
eak D

istrict C
aving       

 M
icro G

uide
T

he G
alena C

ham
ber C

ircuit &
 T

he N
C

C
 S

hafts.
P

art 5 of P
eak C

avern (C
astleton).

S
ee P

art 1 for an overview
 of the entire system

, access and location.

Introduction
T

his
 guide

 is
 based

 upon
 John

 C
ordingley’s

 1986
 guide

 book
 “T

he
 P

eak
C

avern S
ystem

 - a C
aver's G

uide". T
he G

alena C
ham

ber C
ircuit form

s a loop
to

 the
 north

 aw
ay

 from
 the

 M
ain

 S
tream

w
ay

 from
 S

urprise
 V

iew
 to

 M
ain

S
tream

 Inlet and S
quaw

’s Junction further upstream
. It w

as originally explored
from

 each end before finally being connected. It is here described collectively
from

 S
urprise

 V
iew

. S
ince

 1986
 there

 have
 been

 a
 num

ber of developm
ents

in
 this area

 including
 the

 discovery in July 2001
 of T

he
 N

C
C

 S
hafts, a

 large
vertical com

plex connecting D
isappointm

ent rift, G
alena R

ift and R
ocky Tube.

D
escription

T
he

 notable inlet just before
 S

urprise V
iew

 P
itch

 rises up
 a

 couple
 of steps

to
 a

 junction. To
 the

 right is m
ud-choked

 close
 to

 the
 m

ud-choked
 recess off

the U
pper G

allery traverses. O
n the left is a scalloped canyon beneath a roof

tube: the
 passage

 at first being
 w

alking
 sized. T

here
 are

 a
 couple

 of
blockages of m

ud creating a short craw
l beneath and an easy squeeze at roof

level. T
he

 liberal coating
 of greasy

 m
ud

 in
 this area

 m
eans that the

 caver
m

ust be careful to avoid a face-first landing in the pool beneath! A
t a junction

near these
 tw

o
 obstacles

 a
 passage

 on
 the

 right leads
 to

 an
 abandoned

m
uddy dig

 w
ith

 the
 rem

ains of old
 w

ooden
 rail tracks leading

 into
 it. B

eyond
the greasy roof squeeze easier going in a stooping height phreatic tube leads
to

 a
 step

 over m
uddy rocks into

 G
alena

 C
ham

ber
 about 90m

 from
 S

urprise
V

iew
. 

H
ere, the large aven rising to the left has been scaled up the m

uddy flow
stone

w
all leading to a short length of passage w

hich ends at a calcite choke. S
m

all
fragm

ents
 of galena

 (lead
 ore) in

 the
 fill beneath

 the
 flow

stone
 give

 this
cham

ber its nam
e and indicate the presence of a m

ineral vein. Im
m

ediately to
the

 right in
 G

alena
 C

ham
ber

 (from
 the

 point of entry) is a
 deep

 blue
 pool,

choked at the bottom
. T

his is norm
ally static but any overflow

 from
 it flow

s via
a

 tiny
 hole

 back
 dow

n
 the

 passage
 to

 S
urprise

 V
iew

. T
he

 w
ay

 out of the
cham

ber is an obvious tube
 at roof level reached

 by a
 tricky 5m

 clim
b in tw

o
steps

 at the
 extrem

e
 north

 w
est corner (to

 the
 right). A

t the
 top

 a
 short

traverse
 back leads to

 a
 fine

 view
 dow

n
 into

 G
alena

 C
ham

ber and
 the

 tiny
hole in the left w

all (fixed knotted rope) is W
ind Tunnel

 (described later).
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In
 the

 opposite
 direction

 various passages present them
selves after a

 short
distance. To

 the
 right is T

he
 R

ocky Tube
, a

 squeeze
 through

 into
 an

 easier
craw

l passing
 a

 sm
all aven

 and
 ending

 at another sm
all aven

 after 15m
 (3).

O
n

 the
 30th

 January 2006
 this w

as ascended
 to

 a
 sm

all passage
 leading

 off
at the

 top. T
his is 4m

 long
 and

 breaks out into
 the

 bottom
 pitch

 of the
 N

C
C

S
hafts

 (described
 later). A

t the
 base

 of the
 N

C
C

 S
hafts a

 very sm
all hole at

floor level provides a
 visual connection w

ith the
 bottom

 of the
 pitch

 in R
ocky

Tube.

S
traight ahead is m

ud-choked
 w

hilst on
 the left are tw

o alternatives. T
he first

is a
 high

 narrow
 rift leading

 to
 G

alena
 R

ift and
 E

M
T

 A
ven

 (described
 later).

T
he

 w
ay on

 is the
 other passage

 on
 the

 left, a
 low

 but easy squeeze
 (w

ell
lubricated

 by m
ud) into

 a
 short craw

l em
erging

 3m
 up

 the
 w

all of W
igw

am
A

ven
, w

here the descent to the floor is aided by a fixed knotted handline. 

A
t the

 sam
e

 level in
 the

 right w
all is

 C
adbury C

raw
l

, a
 passage

 w
hich

 has
been

 extensively
 dug

 ending
 in

 a
 sloppy

 lam
inated

 clay
 choke

 very
 aptly

described
 by

 the
 nam

e
 of the

 passage.
 W

igw
am

 A
ven

 
itself has

 been
clim

bed for 20m
 to a squeeze into a tortuous craw

l (T
he M

1
) em

erging in the
30m

 long
 D

isappointm
ent R

ift
. A

t the
 end

 of the
 rift 20ft of passage

 to
 a

balcony
 in

 the
 side

 of a
 large

 shaft system
 (T

he
 N

C
C

 S
hafts

 (described
later)). 

A
t the base of W

igw
am

 A
ven

 an uneven m
uddy craw

l continues to a junction.
To the left, 20m

 of hands and knees craw
ling

 leads to a junction w
ith a larger

tube
 carrying a sizeable

 stream
 (see below

). To the right (at the first junction)
a

 craw
l enlarges passing

 several inlets spurting
 in

 on
 a

 prom
inent bedding

plane. T
his is

 M
ain

 S
tream

 Inlet
 and

 the
 crack

 has been
 cem

ented
 (4) to

collect the w
ater into a system

 of pipes, w
hich

 w
as used

 to w
ash

 out various
m

ud-choked
 passages in

 the
 area. Just past here, a

 low
 m

uddy 50m
 long

craw
l can

 be
 follow

ed
 in

 the
 right w

all w
hich

 em
erges in

 the
 roof of M

ain
S

tream
 P

assage
 next to W

indow
 D

ig
 (not far upstream

 of Lake P
assage). 

B
ack at M

ain
 S

tream
 Inlet

, follow
ing

 the
 stream

 reaches a
 junction

 on
 the

left, w
ith

 the
 left hand

 passage
 form

ing
 the

 craw
l after

 W
igw

am
 A

ven
.

B
eyond, a

 stooping
 height tube

 leads to
 a

 dram
atic entry into

 M
ain

 S
tream

P
assage

, halfw
ay up the w

all at S
quaw

's Junction
.

W
ind Tunnel:

T
hrough

 this
 passage

 and
 various

 arduous
 digs

 a
 route

 w
as

 forced
connecting

 w
ith

 S
peedw

ell's C
olostom

y C
raw

l in
 1984

 (1), m
aking

 it the
 first

and
 for a

 long
 tim

e, the
 only dry connection

 betw
een

 the
 tw

o
 caves (2). In

1990
 it w

as
 bypassed

 by
 the

 m
uch

 larger and
 easier passage

 of F
aw

lty
Tow

er. 
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F
rom

 the north w
est corner of G

alena C
ham

ber
 a tricky 5m

 clim
b reaches a

traverse
 heading

 back over the
 top. A

 tiny hole
 in

 the
 left w

all (fixed
 knotted

rope) m
arks the dow

nstream
 end of W

ind Tunnel. 

T
he first section is flat-out, but soon the gradually ascending craw

l develops a
m

ore
 tubular cross-section, w

ith
 frequent bends and

 a
 narrow

 vadose
 slot in

the
 floor. T

his floor slot can
 m

ake
 life difficult but the

 skilled
 caver w

ill m
ake

best use of all the available space and soon reach a 20m
 high aven (too tight

at the
 top). W

ater falling
 dow

n
 this is joined

 by the
 trickle

 com
ing

 dow
n

 the
continuing

 craw
l and

 drops
 into

 a
 constricted

 passage
 becom

ing
 too

 tight
straight aw

ay. B
eyond the aven, w

hilst still low
 the craw

l eases slightly w
ith no

floor slot, but various shallow
 pools m

ake
 progress w

etter. E
ventually after a

total of about 90m
, a T-junction w

ith a m
uch larger passage, T

he Trenches
, is

m
et (see P

art 7).

G
alena R

ift and E
M

T
 A

ven:
S

urvey: D
escent M

agazine #146 F
eb./M

ar. 1999 (p12).
O

pposite
 R

ocky Tube
 the

 narrow
 G

alena
 R

ift leads to
 a

 6m
 clim

b
 up

 rigged
w

ith a fixed rope
 (care!). T

his enters  a short section of passage to a cham
ber

w
ith an aven rising above. A

 sm
all opening at the top of the aven leads to the

M
2

 and
 subsequently the

 N
C

C
 shafts (described

 later). B
eyond

 the
 aven, a

30m
 craw

l reaches
 a

 boulder choke. K
eeping

 left a
 route

 up
 through

 the
choke reaches a squeeze past a boulder into the base of E

M
T

 A
ven. 

In E
M

T
 A

ven, a very m
uddy slope ascends 4m

 to the base of a 5m
 pitch to a

loose 3m
 boulder slope

 and a
 rebelay. A

 traverse
 line

 across the
 slope leads

into a
 3m

 high
 rift w

hich
 eventually reduces to

 a
 flat out craw

l. T
his is F

ocal
R

ecall leading via a squeeze into a steeply ascending rift passage to em
erge

in
 the N

C
C

 shafts. B
ack at the

 rebelay, an
 easy 7m

 ascent up
 a

 slope
 leads

you to the base of the15m
 N

o S
hreddies Till S

heffield P
itch at the top of w

hich
a

 large
 steeply ascending

 passage
 reaches a

 calcite
 choke. Just before

 the
choke, a

 10m
 pitch

 up
 a

 narrow
 tube

 leads to
 a

 bedding
 plane

 choked
 w

ith
clay, tw

o
 passages head in opposite directions. T

his point is at a sim
ilar level

to the W
hite R

iver S
eries.

T
he N

C
C

 S
hafts:

D
isappointm

ent R
ift gives w

ay to a w
ell developed ascending

 passage w
ith

 a
m

uddy
 slope

 to
 M

ega
 Tsunam

i, a
 7m

 long
 “egg

 tim
er” shaped

 passage
traversed

 at the
 higher level to

 em
erge

 at an
 eye

 hole
 overlooking

 the
 N

C
C

S
hafts. A

 6m
 pitch

 descends to
 T

he B
alcony

. F
rom

 here the m
ain w

ay on
 is

dow
n but above is the A

ven S
eries

 (described later) and also from
 here.....

●
A

 low
 craw

l at floor level is 6m
 long

 to
 R

obbie’s P
itch

. T
his is 7m

 deep
constricted at the top landing in a very m

uddy rift.  S
hort clim

bs lead dow
n
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into
 G

lyn’s G
loom

 R
oom

 and
 the

 M
2, a

 5m
 long

 and
 very tight sloping

craw
l to

 the
 head

 of a
 4m

 pitch
 dropping

 into
 G

alena
 R

ift in
 the

 M
ain

S
tream

 Inlet S
eries

.
●

U
pslope

 from
 T

he
 B

alcony
 (S

E
), a

 1.5m
 clim

b
 up

 to
 the

 right reaches a
w

indow
 into

 a
 m

ajor vein
 cavity. F

rom
 here

 a
 6.5m

 pitch
 descends to

 a
short level section

 to
 a

 descending
 slope

 to
 a

 craw
l, 6.5m

 long
 to

 a
 3m

pitch
 dow

n
 into

 steeply
 descending

 phreatic
 rift.  T

his is 10m
 long

 to
 a

vertical joint follow
ed

 by
 F

ocal R
ecall, an

 aw
kw

ard
 squeeze

 through
 a

bedding
 at floor level. T

he
 passage

 beyond
 increases

 in
 size, sloping

upw
ards over a

 rocky floor to
 em

erge
 at a

 w
indow

 in
 the

 N
E

 w
all of the

E
M

T
 A

ven
, near the base of N

o S
hreddies T

ill S
heffield

 P
itch.

F
rom

 T
he

 B
alcony

 a
 2m

 clim
b

 dow
n

 to
 the

 N
W

 reaches the
 head

 of the
S

econd
 P

itch
.  A

 traverse
 across

 the
 left hand

 w
all here

 leads
 to

 T
he

Traverse
 of the

 S
pods

 described
 later.T

he
 S

econd
 P

itch
 drops

 17m
 via

 a
deviation

 to
 a

 sloping
 ledge

 leading
 im

m
ediately

 to
 the

 T
hird

 P
itch

.T
his is

13m
 deep

 landing
 at the

 head
 of a

 very steep
 10m

 slope
 to

 a
 rock bridge.

D
ow

n
 to

 the
 left a

 short clim
b

 leads to
 a

 flat ledge
 follow

ed
 by a

 10m
 pitch

landing
 on

 a
 sandy

 floor next to
 a

 static
 pool. R

ight from
 the

 rock
 bridge

provides an alternative descent.

In
 the

 N
W

 w
all a

 low
 opening

 gives access to
 a

 very m
uddy 4m

 pitch
 w

ith
coral evident in the

 w
alls.  A

t the
 bottom

 a
 slope

 leads dow
n

 to
 a

 conclusive
m

ud choke, w
ith no chance of extension.T

his point is 40m
 below

 the eye hole
from

 D
isappointm

ent R
ift.

A
cross the

 cham
ber to

 the
 south

 a
 low

 im
penetrable

 hole
 visually connects

through to the end of the R
ocky Tube.10m

 above this a sm
all opening leads to

a 4m
 low

 craw
l to a  45’ slope and a 10m

 pitch dow
n into a sm

all cham
ber at

the end of the R
ocky Tube

.

●
T

he
 Traverse

 of the
 S

pods
 is entered

 via
 a

 traverse
 along

 the
 left hand

w
all from

 the
 head

 of the
 1st pitch, a

 3m
 traverse

 leads
 to

 an
 abseil

underneath a rock arch before clim
bing back up the left hand w

all to reach
a passage.T

his point is 12.5m
 above the head of the 2nd pitch. F

rom
 here

a rocky slope leads to a calcite slope to a sm
all passage w

ith several dried
up

 gour pools and
 a

 w
ell decorated

 calcite
 blockage. A

bove the blockage
is a

 short rift passage
 leading

 to
 tw

o
 w

ays on: at low
 level the

 passage
soon ends w

hilst at high level a squeeze beyond calcited boulders in a roof
tube

 into
 an

 aven, 2m
 long

 by
 0.45m

 w
ide

 clim
bed

 for 10m
 to

 a
 sm

all
cham

ber, above closes dow
n

 w
hile

 a
 sm

all 3m
 long

 passage
 at 45’ leads

to the base
 of another aven that chokes after 6 m

etres.  F
rom

 the base of
the

 roof tube
 an

 aw
kw

ard
 clim

b
 enters

 T
ikka

 P
assage

. A
 4m

 long
 tight
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craw
l enters a

 rift w
here

 it is possible
 to

 turn
 round. B

eyond, the
 craw

l
continues as before for 12m

 to a 5m
 high rift, choked w

ith boulders at high
level, show

ing no prospect for further exploration.
●

M
um

m
y Inlet

 is entered by traversing out across the south w
all into the rift

to a sm
all m

uddy ledge. A
bove this a 2m

 long squeeze reaches a 4m
 high

rift.B
elow

 it closes dow
n

 but back
 under the

 point of entry a
 sm

all hole
leads

 back
 through

 to
 the

 m
ain

 shaft. A
cross

 the
 rift behind

 a
 pile

 of
boulders is a

 fossil gour pool and
 a

 tiny hole
 that at tim

es om
its a

 slight
draught. A

bove
 the

 rift a
 0.6m

 dia. tube
 ascends vertically for 8m

 before
closing dow

n

T
he A

ven S
eries

 is accessed from
 a sm

ooth deep ledge on
 the north side of

T
he B

alcony
.  A

 fixed rope ascends 6m
 to another ledge on

 a level w
ith T

he
E

ye
 H

ole. F
rom

 the
 ledge

 an
 8m

 pitch
 ascends to

 a
 rebeley adjacent to

 a
ledge. F

rom
 here there are three

 routes. S
tepping off the

 rope
 onto the ledge

a
 6m

 ascending
 pitch

 reaches another ledge
 and

 a
 2m

 clim
b

 (handline) to
 a

bedding. R
ight is choked after 5m

 and left ascends to a blockage and a voice
connection w

ith M
ark &

 A
ngela’s P

assage.

B
ack at the

 rebelay an
 overhanging

 pitch
 ascends 14m

 to
 a

 flow
stone

 slope
and

 M
ark &

 A
ngela’s W

edding
 P

resent P
assage

. H
eading

 N
W

W
 10m

 of
m

ud
 floored

 passage, 2m
 high

 by
 2m

 w
ide, reaches

 an
 8m

 long
 craw

l,
passing a

 bat skeleton in the floor,  to a choke. T
his is at the sam

e level and
his heading for the K

ingdom
 in the W

hite R
iver S

eries.

T
he 3rd route from

 the rebelay involves reaching across to the south-east w
all

to
 a

 fixed
 rope. A

 10m
 ascent up

 the
 south-east w

all reaches
 a

 rebelay
follow

ed
 by

 a
 handline

 clim
b

 up
 a

 gully entering
 a

 passage. A
 clim

b
 at the

back of the cham
ber gains a

 6m
 passage

 choked w
ith

 calcite. T
here is a

 low
dig on the right hand side but no draught is detectable.

�
 D

escription N
otes:

T
he G

alena C
ham

ber C
ircuit: B

ased upon the description in John
C

ordingley's 1986 book, "T
he P

eak C
avern S

ystem
 - a C

avers G
uide".

A
dapted for this guide by S

haun P
uckering.

T
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C
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 S
hafts: W

ritten by W
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C
aving

 and
 exploring

 m
ines

 can
 be

 dangerous
 and

 fatal accidents
 can

happen, especially if you
 are

 not sufficiently trained. A
nyone

 using
 this guide

does so
 at their ow

n
 risk

 w
hile

 understanding
 and

 accepting
 that, although

every effort has been m
ade to ensure accuracy, the w

riters and/or contributors
can

 not be
 held

 responsible
 for any outcom

e
 how

ever linked
 to

 this text. D
o

not rely on this description as it m
ay contain errors. Your safety and the safety

of those
 around

 you
 is your ow

n
 responsibility. T

he
 existence

 of this guide
does not im

ply a
 right of access to

 the
 cave. A

n
 access agreem

ent m
ay or

m
ay

 not be
 in

 place
 w

ith
 the

 land
 ow

ner. Liability
 Insurance

 linked
 to

 a
Landow

ner Indem
nity C

lause m
ay be required.

C
AV

E
 R

E
S

C
U

E
: In case of accident telephone 999 and ask for C

ave R
escue.

P
rofessional caver training and guiding is available from

 A
dam

 E
vans C

.I.C
.

w
w

w
.O

utdoorInstruction.co.uk  M
obile: 07900 927400
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